“Kepent! For The Kingclom Oxc T!’IC [Jeavens |s At [Hand?
bg Richard A Ne]son

The Bible shows us numerous extreme events that earmarked major Progressive
exprcssions in the thinking and purpose of (God. [or cxamplc, as radical as the Red Sea
suddenly opening down the middle and making dry ground for Moses and the |sraelites’
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escape from E_ggpt; as radical as the Howing Jordan River stoPPing to open a way for the
Prcpared People of (God into the (Good Lancl; and as radical as the prayer of Jos!ﬁua
stoPPing the sun in the midst of the sky for an entire c}ay, so also was the radical cry both of
John and ogjcsus exclaimin “Repent! [Tor Tl‘xe Kin dom OF [Heaven |s At [Hand?
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As the Ked 568 was cras]’ring, as the Joréan KRiver was ﬂowing, as the earth was in
rotation around the sun, so the events of culture and the dai]g grinc{ of human ]iving were in
motion when John the Baptist came clec]aring this world~changing announcement. | Jo you
find it casy to pass over this Phrasc in the Pible? | ike most of us, Probab]g 50.

The Prophet says to “break up the fallow (P]oughec{, but obviouslg unusecl) grounc{”
“for it is time to seck the Lord...” (Hosea 10:1 2). As believers we may be like a ground
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broken up for the purpose of receiving seeds of life to grow a field for harvest, but like a
P purp 2 g :
negligcnt farmer we may leave the work undone until the grounc{ appears useless on]y
because it is unused, unprepared, unreceiving and therefore unfruitful- never more so than in
prep g
regarcl to this toPic at hand does this aPP]fj‘
] hope the Lorcl will find in our hearts a ground broken u , refreshed in its ploughin
P o P proughing
so [is words might have entrance like readg seeds in a Prepared field (Fsalm 119:130a;
Matthew 1%:19, 23). The hrase “Repent! [Tor the kingdom is at hand!” represents much
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and we can gain and Produce much if we hear the same thing that was sPoken. The )Co”owing
thoughts are written with this !'xoPe in mind:
i. This Proclamation was first uttered not }:)5 Jcsus, but bg John, the
baptizing one, the half-second cousin of Jesus ([ uke 1:26, of Mary and [ lizabeth the
puzing Y
mother of John). | uke 3 describes the coming of John preaching the baptism of repentance
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and Preparing the People for the coming, of Jesus who would baptize them with the Holg
Spirit (Positivc) and with fire (negative). Jn Matthcw 3.2, the baptizing Jo!—m declares
“chentl For the kilwgc{om of heaven is at hand!. ]n Mattl‘lcw 4:17, the Forthcoming King
repeats the exclamation of John ]35 announcing to the Jews with the same words: “Repen’c’.
or the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” oth the torerunner or Jesus, an esus as the
For the kingd fh hand?” Both the f £ dJ h
Promised Messiah, the (Christ, made this declaration foremost in their ministries.



2. T his declaration imP]ies a major sea cl'lange in %istorg, for it was the
Prophesy of |saiah and Malachi (Jsaiah 40:3; Malachi 4:5-6; Matthew 11:11-14; [ uke 1:17;
3.4, Matthew 3:2-12) of a voice in the wilderness would one dag come to declare this day.
_John was cicarlg the fulfillment of this Prophetic marker. [t is notable that the Son of Man
quoted Johnin dcclaring this For’chcoming event, and not vice versa.

5. John spokc of the gor’chcoming kingdom and baptized all who were wi”ing.
[Fven Jesus insisted it was necessary to be baptizcd in the river Jordan, (ie. to be
sgmbo]ica”g }Juricd), by Joi'm. In Hlis divinitg, there was no need of bap’cism, but as the
o{:{spring of Mary [1e was made “in the likenesss of men” (Fhi]ippians 2.:7). As a flawless
man, [1e was even “made sin” for us (| Cor. 5:21 )3 and thcr@corejoined in the Pcrsonal and
Public exPeriencc of Pronouncing the first Aclam in need of a collective burial.

4. T he fact of this burial was immediate in baptism, but the rea!itg of it was
secured later on the cross }Dg [is blood (Hebrcws 9:14-16). ]t is in this we find the reason
and must marvel at the stature of John in the eyes of (God. Jesus said “Amomg them that
are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist..” Not on]y through
baPtism did he terminate the old creation but he introduced the For‘clﬂcoming extension of the
kingclom of (God on earth; hence the identification of His coming motion in the kingclom of
the heavens (Matthew 6:10, 13; 11:11a; ] uke 16:16).

5. John aPPeared like a wild man in the wilderness, yet he was the unique
person for whom world historg had waited for the centuries since ]saiah and Ma]achi. He was
the means God used to “burg” the old kingdom, the Satanic kingclom) the kingclom of Flcsh,
culture, religion and the essence and nature of Adam himself with his worldwide oxCFsPring.
_John was the means not only to “burg” the past and give the wi”ing an oPPor’cunitg to repent
of sin, but of Proclaiming the imminent concePtion of the coming kingdom age in world history.

6. The kingdom of the heavens had not yet come, it wasjus’c being Prepared
to come. John introduced it and Jesus confirmed the introduction. T he fact that both
John and Jesus said “the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matthew 3:2; 4:17) makes it clear
the kingclom of heaven did not begin} s’crictly speaking, with the coming of Jesus in the flesh
(John 1:14).

Jcsus would be revealed as the King latcr, but [His kingéom did not commence until
after His resurrection, as evidenced bg the imtcrchangcab]c use of “church” and “the
kingdom of the heavens” in Matthew 16:16-18. | he sPectac]e of this gor’chcoming king&om
was signhcicant, in that the focus was not on Gocl’s PeoPle going to heaven, but on the
kingdom of heaven coming to the earth. T o miss this tlﬁouglﬂt is to Par’cakc of one of the



Primar9 strategic errors of traditional Christianitg ’coc}ag, and tl‘merebg misconstrue or leave

unexPlainaHe and un~e><Perienced a great Por’cion of the Bible, espccia”g the latter part of

the Gospe]s, the E_Pistles, and | he Revelation of Jesus (Christ.

7. Tlﬁe kingclom of (God is the ru]ing of (God based on the autl']oritg of the life
of (God. The kingdom of (God includes from etcmitg past when there was life over which to
rule and to etemitg future when there is no more enemy or oPPosing kingc}om ( Cor. 15:24-
25). The kingclom of heaven, on the contrary, is the icingclom of (God, but it is the kingc}om of
(God accomPlis%ec! onlg in a certain Periocl of time and in a certain way for a certain purpose.
]n the same sense, you may say someone is a male his whole lhcc, but his role as a husband is
fora spechcic time Period andfora spechcic purpose in his overall life as a male.

8. Luke sPeaks Primari]y of the kingc{om of God in its broad general terms.
Matthew sPeaks primarilg of the kingdom of GGod in its sPeciFic term of time and therefore
identifies it as “the kiﬂgclom of the heavens” through most of the book, though not a]ways
(Matthew 6:33%). Accorcling to Matthew 16:16-21, the kingc{om of the heavens would be
birthed at a later date. The later date was at the initiation of the church bg means of the
indwc”ing Christ in John 20:21-2% and Acts 1-2. ]n Matthew i 6, “church” and “kingdom of
the heavens” is used interchangcabb.

9. ]t is after the revelation to Feter that Jcsus was “the Mcssiah”, “the
Christ” (both mean “the Anointed One”), that Jesus moved sPeciFica”g towards the events
of His cleath, ]:)uria], resurrection, ascension, indwe”ing and outPouring as the SPirit after
His resurrection, to Produce the church, which He Purchasecl on the cross. (Ac’cs 20:28;
Matthew 16:21; F_Phesians 5:25b-27, 3:10-11; Acts 1:3-5; 2:4; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25;
28:2%, 31; | (orinthians 4:20; Romans 14:17; (Colossians 4:11; | | hessalonians 2:12;
” Thessalonians i:5; ” Feter P:11; Revclation 11:15; 12:10).

10. Since the king&om of (God existed from the beginning, the coming of the
kingdom of the heavens to the earth imPIied a monumenta], Progressive deve]opment Tlﬁe
focus no more would be heaven and no morejus’c the kingdom of (God as ]sracl had known it.
]t was the extension of mgs’cical heavenlg authoritg to Practical heavenlg autlﬁoritg expressed
through a collective Peop]e inhabited ]39 the (God of the heavens on the earth as origina”g
P]anned ((Genesis 1:26-28). |t was a declaration that Satan and his kingdom of darkness
would be Progrcssivelg rcplaccd, not “in the sweet bge and }396 on a goiclcm shore” but hcrc,
beginning now in the midst of the darkness on the corruPtcd carth.

i1, A]Cter the resurrected Christ had breathed [is in&wc”ing life as the
Spirit into the aPostles in Jol‘m 20:22, [He spent the next Fortg dags before [His Phﬁsical



ascension sPeaking of the “t}'n'ngs Per’caining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:1-3). T his
kingdom was initiated in full bg the Spirit Poured out upon the believers, Clothing them with
power for Preaching the full gospe] (Acts 2.4, 41, 47). | his was no more “repent for the
kingclom of the heavens is at hand”. No, the time was now comPIeted for this message and
this was the actual birth of the hcavenlg kingc‘om on earth in and upon those who believed
into (Christ and received [1im as their divine life supplg in and t}'xroug}'x their human living
(Matthew 16:16-18). [t was no more “at hand”, for it was actua”g initiated in _Jerusalem.

Jesus the Messia!ﬁ (tlﬁe CHris’c) is the source, liFe, center and circumference of the
kingdom of the heavens; l’lCﬂCC, the Fortlﬂcoming move of Goc{ included not omlg the inccption
of the church, [His bodg, but of e himself as the lhcc~giving Spirit after [is resurrection to
indwell those who believe.

P2. A\Cter the birth of the church was comP]eted tlﬂrough the events of John
20:21-2% and Acts -2, throughout the Acts and the cPistles, the church as the kingc{om of
the heavens within the kingclom of (God are c!car!g the same thing. The church is the
hcaven]g kingclom of C]ocl on earth today. Un]ike many have come to teach, the kingclom was
not susPended until the Lorcl’s Phgsica] return. (Acts 14:22;28:2%, 5 1; ] Corinthians 4:20;
15:50; Rom. 14:17; Galatians 5:21; E_Phesians 5:5).

The kingc{om of Goc{ has been in the past and will be in the future (Luice i3 5)‘ T}wc
kingdom of the heavens is that time section of the kirxgdom of (God which is the age of the
mystery of Christ, which is the church, the bodg of Christ, the corporate expression of Gocl
in this age on the carth in Preparation for the full growth of its life and domain cluring the time
of the mi“cnnium, in which the earth will be Fu”g covered and recovered })g the full gospe] of
Christ through [is body (Daniel 2:35b, 44-45; |saiah 9:7;27:6).

Mag we be en]ightened and s’crengthened to grasp and enter into the reali’cy of the
kingdom of the heavens toclag, the church life as it was origina“g impiemented ]35 the
accomPlishment of the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Christ of (God on the cross and in
[Tis resurrection, ascension, indwe”ing and outpouring for the Producing of His image and
dominion on the earth toclag as origina”g intended }33 (iod ((Genesis 1:26-28; Ephcsians
3.10-11).

Thisis a great advance in (God’s eternal purpose towards completing the entirety of
[His heart’s desire througlﬂ the kingdom of God, the kingclom of the hcavcns, the genuine,
biblical church life in this age.



